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T H E  D A R K  T R I A D

N . D .  L E L A N D

A M N E S I A





“Z E R O”



AN UPRISING OF PROGENIES HAS 

SURGED WAR AGAINST HUMANITY.

THE EMERGENCY COUNTERMEASURE 

WORLD ORDER (ECWO) ISSUED A 

COUNTERATTACK TO DEFEND MANKIND 

FROM THESE VINDICATORS. 

THE ECWO’S ELITE AGENTS: THE 

LANCERS WERE DISPATCHED TO 

NEUTRALIZE THE THREAT. 

THE BATTLE WAS FOUGHT UNTIL CONTROL 

HAS FALLEN INTO THE HANDS OF AN 

‘ULTIMATE’ - ZURUKT. 

MANKIND HAD LOST TO THE WAR OF MEN 

AND MONSTERS.

. .
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THIS WAR IS KNOWN THROUGHOUT 

HISTORY AS THE CLASH.
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Today’s 
ceremony 

marks the end 
of your K-12 

journey.

Looking 
backward, 

you’ve 
engaged in 
substantial 

learning 
and created 

relationships 
that will last 

a lifetime.

Students, as 
we approach 
the end of 

your experience  
in the public 

school 
system, there 

have been times 
when you have 

needed the 
help, support, 
and guidance 
of others in 

your life.

You 
did not 
do this 
alone.

There 
are many 

people here 
who have 

supported 
you along 
the way, 

and some 
of those 

people are 
here today.

Graduates, 
please 

join me in 
thanking 

your family, 
friends, 

and school 
staff for 
what they 
have done 
for you.

At this time, I 
would like to 

invite our class 
speaker and 

valedictorian, 
Cynthia Jordan, 
to the podium 

for her 
graduation 

address.

Cynthia.

Welcome, ladies 
and gentlemen. 
Administrators, 
teachers, and 

graduates.





On this 
memorable day, 
we’re joined by 
people from all 
possible walks 

of life that 
have brought 

us all together. 
Friends, families, 
administrators, 
and teachers...

There is little 
to say that 
you haven’t 

already 
heard, and 

little to give 
that hasn’t 

already been 
freely given.

Class of 
2018, we are 

gathered 
here today 
for a clear 
purpose: to 

mark an event 
that will last 
a lifetime in 

our memories. 

Welcome, 
ladies and 
gentlemen.

And surely, 
wherever we 
head to next 
is a decision 
where we’ll 
redefine its 

basis.

Kinda 
sad, 

right?

Don’t tell 
me you’re 
getting 

all mopey 
on our 

graduation 
day, hans!

No, 
it’s 
not 
that. 

....

 It’s 
her.

OHHH... 
--

Wait!



SHH!

Dear 
students,

--

And we 
extend our 

prayers 
that they 

will be 
found very 

soon.

This 
evening,

---
 let’s 

cherish the 
time we 

have left 
before 
parting 
ways.

inhales
to my 
dearly 

beloved,

From 
this 

moment 
‘til 

eternity,
---

you will 
always 
keep a 

part of 
my heart 
in yours.

Is 
her 
mom 
here?

In the 
face of 

uncertainty, 
we are 

certain that 
every loss 
will lead to 
an eventual 

return.

and In the 
shadow of 

conflict, unity 
becomes our 

sanctuary. It’s 
imperative that 
we join forces, 
for every one 
of us is a vital 
thread in the 

delicate weave 
of our shared 
community....

I wish to 
express 

my deepest 
condolences 

for the families 
of the victims 

who tragically 
vanished twenty 
days ago. As we 
move forwards, 

let us not 
forget those 

who could not. 

Our 
hearts 
reach 
out to 
you... 



Behind 
you,

all 
your 

memories,
---

before 
you,

all 
your 

dreams,
---

around 
you,

all 
who 

love you,
---

all 
you 

need.

and 
within 
you,



Cindy!

Oh my 
God! 

Is this 
from our 
Samaritan 

visit?

later that evening...

Wow! You 
really killed 
it with your 

speech! 
So good 
I almost 
forgot 

something - 
here, from 
the student 

council.

Yep! 
They’re 
all the 
gifts 
we’ve 

gathered 
from the 
children. 

They 
wanted 
to make 
sure you 
receive 
their 

thanks!

W-What 
did I 

do to 
deserve 

this?

oh! 
hey, 

guys!



defi-
nite-
ly!

Now 
with 
that 

out of 
the way!

Well, all we 
can say is no 

good deed 
goes unnoticed 
for our most 

gracious 
volunteer!

exactly!

I -- 
don’t 
have 

anything 
to say....

but 
thank 
you!

....
so, so 
much!

I think 
your 

family’s 
waiting 
for you 

right 
there.

see 
you 
both 

around!

We’ll be 
on the 
move 
now, 
Cindy. 
Won’t 

keep you 
hanging!

Oh! 
And 

tell V I 
said hi!

catch 
up 

soon, 
cyn!



sooo 
proud 
of you!

Damie!!!

~~

any fancy 
act to 

commemorate 
reinfield’s 
favorite 

dropout?

Hey, 
class 
presi-
dent, 

No, but for 
you, I can 
officially 

tail you to 
all your 
shadiest 
hideouts 

-- 

home
-work
-free!

HA!
D’ya 
hear 
that, 

Jeanne?

Oh, I got 
my eyes 

peeled on 
the two 
of you, 
alright.

So, 
nobody 

does 
anything 
reckless 
under my 

watch 
unle--

LEst thy 
presence is 
graced by 

Portland’s 
one and 
OoooNLY 
reigning 

fashioni-
sta!

About 
damn 
time, 

man! I’m 
parched.

oh 
god, 

it’s the 
gay 

lord.



You know 
I never 
liked 

seeing 
my kids 
growing 
up too 
fast.

I’ll... 
See you 
guys at 

home
in a bit?

*JAKES FAmous crawfish

Anyway, 
here’s 
your 
treat, 

Cyndar-
ling.

-- 
than this 
redhead 
counter-
part of 
yours!

my, 
darling! 
There’s 

something 
about 

the way 
my name 
is called 
out loud! 

it rings 
so 

sooth-
ingly to 
the ears!

it’s for 
being the 

best, most 
courteous, 
and wittiest 

around
--

before 
anything 

else,
I’ve made 
reserva-
tions at 

Jakes’* as 
a special 
occasion.

Now I’m 
here to 

make 
sure that 
nobody 
misses 
out on 
tonight.

Wow, 
Jeanne, 
you’re 

really set 
on making 

us feel 
like we’re 
8 years 

old again, 
huh?

I think 
that’s 

perfect, 
Jeanne!

Of 
course.

Um... I’ll 
have to 

bounce off 
somewhere 

before I 
could join 
everyone 

for dinner 
tonight, if 

that’s okay.

Hands 
off 
me, 
you 

skank!

One. 
Fucking. 
Word, 

Damian!
--



Be safe 
on the 
road 
when 

you’re 
driving 
down 
later, 

will you?

I WILL!



I did 
it, 

mom
....







holy 
sh--!

same 
old 

place, 
huh?

it’s 
you....



All that 
balancing 
is finally 
taking a 
toll on 

you.

sigh 
Were you 

gonna say 
it’s too 
easy to 
track me 
down?

Nah, I 
think 

you’re 
getting 
tired of 
that line.

But just 
know there 

won’t be 
a place 
where I 

can’t find 
you --

and 
this!

puff 
Well 

look at 
you, girl 
perfect.



Well, 
keep at 
that, 

and you 
won’t 
ever 

forget 
about it.

Didn’t 
hear 
you 

chiming 
in.

Front 
door’s 

not 
locked.

Safety 
first, 

wherever 
you go.

.... 
I’m not 
going 
any-

where.

I’d tell 
you a 

million 
times but 

that’s 
never been 
your style.

Just 
here...

Is 
nice.



Nah, you’d 
do your-
self jus-

tice by 
complain-
ing some 

more.

I can’t 
forget 
her, V...

you 
know 
that.

....

Am I just 
being a 

whiny bitch? 
For saying 
it’s unfair 
that she 

didn’t show 
up today?

....Guess 
I’m not 

the 
only 
one.

I say we 
should 

all have a 
good time 
together. 
All four 

of us.

At least 
Jeanne is 

kind enough 
to treat me 

this time. 
Finally! I 
don’t get 
to spend 
a fucking 

penny.

What are 
you talking 

about? 
Jeanne’s 

always the 
kindest...

That’s 
what I’m 
telling 

you.



we’re 
here 
for 
you.



thanks,
v.



I can’t 
stand 
it any-
more.

Being stuck 
here while 
everyone 

else is 
wasting 
away, 

knowing a 
real threat 
is looming 

over us.

And 
it’s 

coming 
here.

port-
land?

Everybody 
knows 

the real 
threat, c.

--

Not 
even 
E.C. 

FUCKING 
W.O. 

Bureau 
goons

.....

Hah! 
One 
can 
only 
hope.

You know 
for a fact 
that the 
useless 

sacks won’t 
make it their 

problem 
unless 

there’s a 
war. Like 

Clash all 
over again.

Jeanne 
thinks 

we’re still 
safe here, 

though.

Jeanne’s been 
cleaning up 

the worst of 
the messes, 

since the 
authorities 
refuse to 

get off their 
asses these 

days.

Did she 
say 
how 

long?

But ar-
en’t they 
aware of 
the disap-
pearanc-
es in the 

city?



Well, 
someone’s 
gotta stay 
behind to 

defend the 
fort. And 
Damian? Yeah, that 

idiot’s 
probably

been 
thinking 

the same.

--
 we’ve pulled 

through a 
lot together, 

even when 
society 

argues over 
who should 

run the 
politics and 
civilization-

You 
know, 

despite 
our 

differ-
ences,

--

They’re 
in 

charge 
now.

Damn 
right

...

Except a 
small portion 
of humanity 
is still out 

there, bitching 
about it as 
if there’s 

anything left 
to care 
about.

...I 
only 
have 

you to 
accept 

me.

So now that 
you’re out of 
that shithole, 
better start 

getting 
ideas on 

what to do 
next before 
the whole 

cesspit 
starts!

Of course, 
man! I’ve got 

places to 
visit before 
I could even 
further my 

studies.

prog-
enies!



so you 
think i 
could 
meet 
him?

VERY 
FUNNY, 
CYN-
THIA!

Where 
are you 

going with 
that shiny 
certificate 
of yours, 

huh?

Oh 
yeah? 

Okay, 
well...

Cambridge, 
Massa-

chusetts 
doesn’t 

seem like a 
bad place. 
Heard fall 

is way pret-
tier over 

there too!

........
Mas-

sachu-
setts?

mm-
hmm!~

Wha-- you 
asked, so 
I told you 

what my 
answer 

was!

THAT’S A 
FUCKED-
UP IDEA.

I guess 
you’d 

rather I 
married 

someone 
else and 
had their 
kids for a 

change!

Look, I’m 
well aware 
of a cold-
blooded 

fiend dwell-
ing in that 

town and on 
God 
-- 

--
You’d 
best 

pray you 
never 
cross 

his path.

--
he de-
stroys 
every-

thing he 
touches.

With that 
mother-
fucker 

alive and 
breathing 

--



ow!

ow!

Ha!

Ha!
Ha!

Ha!

I mean... 
haven’t 
I made 
things 
happen 

before?

.........
dont.
say. 
it!

I’m com-
ing for 
massa-
chuss-
hesh---

cyn-
thia!



yes, i’ve 
been in-
formed.

winters.



He’s 
HERE.

welcome to 
portland, 

mr. 
rayner.



TO BE CONTINUED.




